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The Women’* International League for 
of the anxiety and atrain of the early day* of *e Wwld War. 

Intenational Congress of Women, p Bn«h. D«t«*, 
to protest Against war* aseetmg at The Hagne from Aprs! ^ to May 
Jane Addams, the chairman of the newly formed Worom a B« a ce 
America, was asked to preside. Delegates repfMentmg ^elve 
ing seven of the belligerent nations, aunnounted difficulties and 
^Intorto attend. The forty>*even United Stateside egates^were. dettmed^ 
their boat for three days by British authonnes, and firially landed only two bom 
CoSt^^en^; while moat of the Englirii^egation were caught 
by the cessation of traffic on the North Sea, and never arrived. 

The delegates organised The Women’s^ Internationg Comm^ 
Permanent Peace* consisting of not more than five yomen fr^ 
with Miss Addams as International Chairman and with h«dquaiter* 

Sm. Tto^Mte become, in 1919. the Women’. International League lor Peace 

and Congress a eeries of resolutions was P*“^* 

a stetesmanlike foundation for a treaty of peace; they attmetrf the 
Preridem WiUon, and many of their ideas rmppmed m his 
noSts" fsoeech to Congress, January 8, 1918). Examples aw the discreffi^ 
of secret Weattes the denial of the right of conquest, the tight of a population 
to dTcWe 0^1 ow^ government Nor did the influence of the Congreis end 
for these same principles were carried over into the Cove^nt of the 
l^e^e Tf NitioM The ^Con^esi also adyocated a ‘•permanent Council of 
Conciliation and investigation” and a ‘’perraanent Court of Juatici. 
towMd arbitmion had its effect in the Covenant of the League, m the World 
Court and in the Kellogg-Briand Pact ... . , 

Another resolution made by this first Congress la particularly interesting 
in the light of subsequent accompliahmeiit “The Intem^on^ Congrew o 
Wnme.^ advwating^^^^ disaVmament «id realiaing that it can only^be 

ATI international agreements take over the manwfactisre m arms 
o^wTr ISd >11 international traffic in the aame. 

“Jefs to d?e priiare profifs accruing from the great armament factories a power- 

ful j presented by delegations of women to govwnment 

leaders of fourteen countries, both neutral and belligerent. The most urgent 
ISlIfLtion WM OM lor a Coifference of Neutral Nations, contmuously. to 

!2fk oossrblTtei^S^fOT «nd to present them to ^e belligerents as occssion 

by most of the fo«rt«n naoo^ 

During the next months the women made every rfort to bring each a 

r&nference into being. The unwillingness of riie United Statm government to 
commence inro^ oemg * ^ obstacle; but one which proved msur- 

«*awf'’Next ^mo^cwTi^erence of individual neutrals was pUnned. This 
mounmble. N«t.» Henry Ford; 

™»a. « p~rf «K 1 

when Mr. rord withdrew his support _ 

In America, the Woman’s Pme Party b^^ £ 

-• orssmsed osc yCAC feefote At a miw meeting In 

The totted ***^ 

of lSland**Bd »Mika SchwSamer of Hi^ry, wbo belped 

^^aixe £e weffistie Impulse felt by many Americans at ttme. The 
SSw* ^ce Party had grown quickly, attracting during ita first year abrat 

J^^SSd meSs. «»d aho^ 

1916 meeting it voted to become the Umted ^tes _seetion o* me 

WiSen’s^tote^^onal Committee for Permanmt Peace, ^e denan^ for a 
^^^Sn of TOUttS^powers and for thr nationalisation of ^amamw-ta w^ 
«S£^to tiirpUtfom of the Party and tiie re«ilutioni of the Committee, 



Other 191$ pknkt ^ the W<^mai:’s Peace Part^r werer A *Coseert of 
^ Notions** Ip eizperaede ^^Balance of Power die removal of the eeooomk oii»es 

ol irar; and the ^pointmem by oor govmiment of a ccmimiaalQ& of tsmi md 
^ women» with iu% adeqimte appropmtion» to promote intemad^ lo 1016 

d»ere were added m oppoeitioR to compslaoiy miHtey lervicei « reeommehda* 
tion for a jomt eommlaaion to deal with Uaited States-Orieatal problema; asd 
a statemeot of the prmc^ile that mihtary i^otecdon lor loreigR to e atm e ota 
shotsid oot be expect 

The next annoal meeting wii held eleven monthe later^ In December 
of 1016* It took np the problems of mlnoritiei and the aolutmtis widch might 
be effected through the federal form of iovermnent; and also discUmd ^e 
famines which were widespread in many countnes, poindng out the direct con« 
necdon of famine and war» 

The whole cd the year 1016 and the first months of 1011 were saddesilng, 
^ed with unheeded protests b^ the Wom.in’s Peace Party against the Imperial* 
iam of the South American poucy and against the change of feeHng, bodi in the 
administratioR and at large, which fed us Into die World War, l^es die 
country was at war, nothing was left but even vainer protests, as for Instance 
agsunst conscription without a ref^endum, or on behalf of conscientious 
objectors. The National B^rd, at its first meeting idter America entered die 
war, declared to the branches : **We have avoided ali criticism of our Government 
as to the declaration of war, and aH acdvitiei that could be considered as obsWuc* 
dve In respect to the conduct of the war and this not as a ^unsel of prudence, 
but as a matter of prbdple.^ 

In the same statement the Work of the State Branches Is described* 
Being In their work hidependent of the Nation^ Board, they had been following 
various lines, some in Red Cross work, food conservatioh, and other war relief 
efforts; others in protecting dvU libmies; odiers In lectures and classes on 
International justice. 

At the annual meethig of die Woman*s Peace Party In December, 1017, 
continued work was urged for a League of Nations and for subsdtutlng law for 
wmr. ^Let those of opposed opinions be loyal to the highest that they Imow, 
and let each understand diat me other may be equally patriotic,” With this 
spirit the peace-lovers went forward into the passions and the bleak ^Wed of 
the war months. 

When peace came, and die Peace Conference was announced to meet 
in Paris, plans were upset The Women’s IntematimiaJ Committee lor Perms* 
nent Peace had expected to meet at the same time mnd place as the tr^ty 
negotiators; but since Paris was not neutral territory and women fs^ the 
Central Powers could not come there, Zurich was has&y dedded on. 

The Zurich Congress passed unanimously a strong resoludon on the 
famine and the food blockade, ai^dng that the mter-aliied machine ah^dy in 
existence be used for peace, through the Immediate distri^don of neemlties. 
No action was taken by the Paris Confer^mce on dm plan. 

When the Treaty of Versailles was made public dbe Zurich Congrm 
was in actual session and was, we believe, ^e first body to protest the terms. 
Protest it did, hi no uncmain language. Its series of resoludons began as 
follows; 

”Thit International Congress of Women expresses Its deep r^et that 
the Terms of Peace proposed at Versailles diould so seriously violate die 
principles upon which alone a just and lasting peace can be secured, and sriiich 
the democrades ol the world had come to accept 

”By guaranteeing the fruits of the seo'et treaties to die ctmquerois, die 
Terms of Peace tadtly sanction se^et tfiplomacy, deny the principles of adf- 
determinatlon, recognise the right of the victors to the ^ffs of war, mid create 
all over Europe discords and ammosides, which can only kad to luhzre wars,” 

The diplomats were padent though unmoved Tht Allied was 
bitterly critical, lor few people at that dme saw the danger in die Vemnies 
Treaty, Only after a year or two did die views now common begin to dev<^. 

Suggestions on die of Nations were made to the Confer^me, 

but also without effect The Zurich Congress could not approach unity on die 
question of whether to advocate the League, as then set and so m ptmi&sm 
was o^dally taken. 

Many women told the Congress of didr experiences in the war, or m 
^e revolttdons which ^era! countries had undergone, ^ere was no embar- 
fasament, much ims luttemess. In diese exchanges between rec^t ”oiemies,^ 





# 


Mated to Prcwdent CooSidge and were published mder Ae tide Deciq^ed 
HsitL^ They mdvUed i^mcakrly that an offidai inqtary fee mtbsmta, 
•nbeeqnently^ under Pretideat Hoover, aucb an iaquhy npder«en.^Me 
findings of this official commUdoa, which coincided dosely with uiose oi «it 
W, 1. i»n reaulted in the withdrawal of the maHnet and new treaty arraage* 
meats* 

The W. I. L. policy of combavtiBg imperiaiwm ba« foa^ ^ditioari 
exprettion i& action in regard to Cuba» MiCaragaa, and Liberia, with fa^wrtant 
results. 

Profestm’ PVaacis B. Sayre of the Harvard Law who WM later 

appointed Assistant Secretary of State fey President Frai^ha D. Koosevdt, was 
asked fey ^e W. I. L* in 1927 to draft a model arbitration treaty, Tw was 
widely circulated by our group, laying the foundation for the undwstandmg pt 
^e KeHogg-Briand Pact. Mr. Sayre’s mode! was actually being dro^t^ «a 
months before M. Briand made his proposal which led to ffie Peace Met In 
the same year thirty thousand ftignat»ires were collected, astoig Frwrat 
Coolidge to initiate titee treaties for the outlawry of war. At the presentation 
of these to the President he announced his intention of beginnmg^^nversations 
with M. Briand on the subject of an outlawry of war treaty. The W. I. U 
continued pressing this matter imtii it v'as finally brought to a successful con* 
elusion in 1929, 'wdth ratification by the Senate of ffie Keliogg-Bnand Pact 

It was in 1927 also that a threatened war with Mexico was stopped in the 
nick of time, our army turned back from its Journey to the border, by the 
concerted protests of pacifists all over ihe country. 

An interim Congress met in Honolulu in the summer of 
following winter the W. I. L. helped in the work ^at brought m^ut ^e ewttog 
of the cruiser«building program from serenty-one to fifteen, and mnuenced me 
abandonment of two imperialistic loims, the Manchurian loan to Japan and the 
Cumberland proposal for a loan to Nicaragua, 

The Sixth Congress, meeting in Prague m 1929, was marked fey ^e 
resignation of Miss Addams as Intem-itional President and the appointment 
of an executive committee to succeed her. Miss Addams was elected and 
remained until her death. Honorary International President. 


t«ne Addanu with Mrs. l^wOelb D. Rootevrit mi Mw, HaaaSh HoB 

•t the dintier held m her honor on May 2, 1935, hj WaAiagton, D. C, 
commemorafis^ ^e twentieth amuveraaiy of ^e League. 
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laetJtue fof P«*ce Fretrtloia, *o^ »J»« 

Nation*. S»S5y Or«m Bal*^ S 

S^eSSy ind Jwf Ad&m*. who l»d Jboon 

^rSdoiad Smodent She «o»tJ«««l to tt»s office tmal her rwatson to 
IW 9, when ibc w»» ^poiat«d Hotrorwy S^«»d«>fc 

sf.^bin;A rf^sss 

t« *«rii «f 1920 the Umted Sum W<wsen*i tnTOraatteiaJ^ 

w ’T^t^*JkS*hs*h?w^*^*I^^ Nation* whiai tenowce* wonoiroc 
Kr*. W to contione 

» “ i» I. .«m». »!»»>' __ ^ , 

iM-fh in IMS btSE 3Ku^tam«d by th« W^ 1- I* TO 

total and aaivemi a TOrroamew, I« jozo we first «ntmc*ated 

oitsbUNtiaent of legal TOathroery for such sememes^ *n «^^ 

^ stand agato military trawan*. and m 1932 «ain*t lyiutog- 

. ftjirmatti nf the wsT ferottght TOsny oalle fw help ^ the TOtnwe 

ta.b» ."1 to to. XtottfKS,^ 

wa* in tht tntTOod of a saw loe«rn*n*ntf 

The third International Congreas in ,1921. held j”, 

edncadoa and the Ntoald strive 

das* atruggle* a* w«Us^h^^ftfi c»w«e ^ ^^,5, 

•"■ •“'i^ 

,■ », *• ifSiSf*” toTwT “ 

.?**ti^ir^ne«ce was'ielt hy tiSe Amencan delegates. Uter t».*h» 
r^^S^ty eotoenoe TO The »««««' 

for M tcottomic ^onfftTeac^to ^ 

i t «ito th. «!». to. totow 

ol Ftrocb ^>ea3|Mition *>l 0 «itob t^mtorya 
The following year 

iBternational on n tow as far aa 
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itSd eweSy Svised to prevent ^ United 

of dti»en.‘ mvTOtments to for«gn 

eoastries. 

ww» w I ln*s stan^Bng protest on the Naitian dtuation fen^ cdncrda 
awdy eonditions there, Th«r tscommeadstrona w«e pre- 


Whfle thi* Conference -»** 
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The ninth IntertMtional Cpngr^s ?*^r”L-i^^JovLmnent*!o«d 
Slovakia, with the ^rdial coope«h®n Bt*m. 

ir„rp^r.r..'s“u'Sto u.* c 

ri“T”’?'M'is rrS? S ss^S’sSS'S £ 
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onexpended which mght have helped ti e world. 


All who are interested in our profram are i^ted 
to join the Women’s Interiational League for Peace 
and Freedom. Send $1.0« and yom name to_the 
National Office, 1734 ‘F St N. W., Washmgton, D. C. 
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Th« !»«•€• for which wo woth 
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through tha domlnanoa of 
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In human ralaHont and can ba 
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pood. May, 1941, 
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